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Key information- Folk Tales

• A folk tale is a 
story handed 
down from 
generation to 
generation 
usually by oral 
retelling.  

• Folk tales often 
explain 
something that 
happens in 
nature or 
convey a 
certain truth about life.  

• They are told to amuse and 
amaze the listeners. 

• The action takes 
place in a far-off time 
and place: “Once 
upon a time, in a 
faraway kingdom...”

A biography is a text written 
to inform the reader about a 
real person’s life. (Past or 
present).  

Purpose: 
To give an account of 
someone’s life 

Structure: 
Opening statement  
Chronological order of 
significant events 
Closing statement 

Language features: 
Past tense 
Quotes  
Third person 
Time conjunctions  
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