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Through our vision,  

 

‘The Olive Tree Primary School aims to provide its pupils with a broad, balanced and 

stimulating curriculum* set within a caring and secure environment in which each 

member of the school community is valued, shown respect and encouraged to 

fulfil their potential.’ 

 

*The ‘curriculum’ is all the planned activities that The Olive Tree Primary School 

organises in order to promote learning and personal growth and development. It 

includes not only the formal requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

Framework and the National Curriculum for Key Stages One and Two (KS1 and KS2), 

but also the range of extra-curricular activities that the school organises in order to 

enrich the experience of its pupils.  It also includes the ‘hidden curriculum’, or what the 

children learn from the way they are treated and expected to behave. 

 

Curriculum Intent 

Religious education (RE) has a unique place as a central subject in the curriculum of 

The Olive Tree Primary School.  Thus, as our pupils progress through the early years 

foundation stage (EYFS) and on to key stages 1 and 2, we ensure a progressive and 

sequential focus on learning RE to support pupils’:  

• knowledge acquisition;  

• language development, and  

• digital literacy and intelligence. 

 In doing so, our RE curriculum is intended to: 

• engage pupils in enquiring into and exploring questions relating to the study of 

religion and belief, in order to support their personal, spiritual, moral, social and 

cultural development.  This is done in accordance with the tenets of the school’s 

specified religion / religious denomination: Islam; 

• provide pupils with knowledge and understanding of Islam, Christianity, Judaism 

and other religious beliefs represented in Great Britain; 

• develop pupils’ understanding of the ways in which beliefs within different 

religions influence people in their behaviour, practices and outlook; 

• enable pupils to understand the insights of the principal religious traditions whilst 

making comparisons to Islam; 

• encourage pupils to develop a positive attitude towards other people who hold 

religious beliefs different to their own - as per the British values of tolerance and 

mutual respect - through an acceptance that other people having different 

faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having none) should be accepted and tolerated, 

and should not be the cause of prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour. 
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Religious Education is a statutory subject of the curriculum for all pupils in each year 

group and the school’s funding agreement stipulates that it ‘should be provided for all 

registered pupils except those withdrawn at the request of their parents.’  In doing so, 

there is a statutory requirement for the school to:  

• promote fundamental British values (which includes respect and 

tolerance of different faiths and beliefs); 

• not teach anything in the RE syllabus which is contrary to established 

scientific and/or historical evidence and explanations. 

 

Curriculum implementation 

In order to ensure the school’s RE curriculum is progressive and well-sequenced, it is 

purposefully organised into three main strands, namely: 

• Making sense of the beliefs being studied from different religions; 

• Understanding the impact and significance of religious and non-religious beliefs 

to those that follow those beliefs; 

• Making connections between religious and non-religious beliefs, concepts, 

practices and ideas studied. 

  

The school’s Islamic curriculum is further organised into seven areas, as follows: 

• Fiqh: Understand of Islamic practices 

• Ahadith (Ahaa-deeth):  Teachings of the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him)  

      (taught through collective worship) 

• Sirah (See-rah): Life of the last prophet (Peace be upon him)   

• Tarikh (Taa-reekh): Islamic history 

• Aqa’id (Aqaa-id): Islamic beliefs 

• Akhlaq (Akh-laaq): Beliefs (Introduced in Relationships and Health Education) 

• Adab (Aadaab): Manners/Character (introduced in Arabic) 

 

These strands are shown as units of study on the school’s long-term overview for RE – see 

appendix 1. 

 

These units are supported through supplementary materials from the An-Naseehah 

scheme of work and the Bolton agreed syllabus for religious education. We do not use 

any other schemes of work to support the teaching of RE. 

 

RE is taught on a weekly basis through timetabled lessons. On occasion, it may also be 

taught as a whole-school RE-themed day. Lessons are planned and delivered in a 

variety of ways ensuring that all children can access and participate.  Interactive and 

practical activities are enhanced through the use of technology and children are 

encouraged to discuss their ideas and extend their understanding of the concepts 

being taught. 
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Collective worship 

As the pupils at The Olive Tree are predominantly Muslim, the school has received a 

Determination from SACRE (Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education) which 

states that it is inappropriate for the requirements of the Education Reform Act, 1988 for 

collective worship to be ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’. Therefore, 

our daily acts of collective worship (assemblies) are focussed around our school values, 

Islamic stories and real-world events.  In doing so, our collective worship overview 

provides a weekly ‘Hadith of the Week’ which is shared on a Monday and ‘celebrated’ 

on a Friday.  A typical week’s collective worship timetable is as follows: 

 

Monday Whole school assembly: introduction of the hadith and value of the 

week 

Tuesday Class assembly based on the hadith and value of the week 

Wednesday Key stage assembly based on the hadith and value of the week 

Thursday Nasheed (singing) practice 

Friday Celebration assembly: celebrating children’s learning and the hadith / 

value of the week 

 

In recognition of the school’s faith ethos, daily assemblies begin with the children being 

greeted with ‘asalaamalaykum’ (peace be upon you) and being encouraged to 

respond with ‘walaykumasalaam’ (and peace be upon you too).  This is followed by 

the recitation of the Qur’an - with simplified translation - and the day / week’s assembly 

focus.  Time permitting, children sing nasheeds and the assembly is concluded with a 

short supplication (prayer). 

 

 

Curriculum impact 
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Pupil’s progress in RE is assessed using the expected outcomes outlined in the Bolton 

Agreed Syllabus, which in turn have been developed in line with guidance produced 

nationally - as shown in appendix 2. 

  

Progress in RE is reported annually to parents via the end of year report. 

 

To monitor the effectiveness of our curriculum, we conduct lesson observations, scrutiny 

of teacher’s planning and children’s work, analysis of children’s assessment data and 

we hold conversations with children.  In order to capture parents’ views, we utilise the 

questionnaire shown in appendix 3. The results of such monitoring are then used to drive 

improvements and inform our programme of professional development (training) for 

our teaching and support staff. 

 

Parents’ right to withdraw 

Parents who wish to withdraw their children, because of personal choice or religious 

affiliation, are permitted to do so, once they have made a formal written request to the 

school, and this has been considered by the head of school. Where the pupil has been 

withdrawn, the law provides for alternative arrangements to be made for RE of the kind 

the parents want the pupil to receive. These arrangements will be made by the parents. 

A record of withdrawals is kept by the teacher and RE subject leader. 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1: Long-term overview for RE 
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Appendix 2: RE expected outcomes (by year group) 
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Appendix  3: Parental Questionnaire 

 

School:                                                                                   Class: 
  

    Strongly 

agree 

Agree Neither Disagree Strongly 

disagree 

1. I feel that the school encourages families 
to play an active part in the school's life. 

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 

2. I would find it easy to approach the school 
with any questions or problems about my 
child’s education. 

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 

3. The school encourages high standards in 

Islamic Studies. 
❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 

4. My child is progressing in Islamic 
Studies/Religious Studies/Quranic Studies 

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 



Believe You Can   
 

 16 

5. I am satisfied with the amount and range 
of work in Islamic Studies/Religious Studies 
that my child has to do at home. 
  

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 

6. My child enjoys Islamic Studies/Religious 
Studies  
  

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 

7. My child enjoys collective worship at 

school. 
  

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 

8. The life of the school gives my child a good 
understanding of Islamic values. 

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 

9.  The school provides a good range of 
extracurricular activities, visits and special 

events related to Islam and the study of 
different religions. 

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 

10. The school has links with the wider Muslim 
and non- Muslim community. 

❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ ❑ 

 


